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	Introduction
	Cleary identifies the lesson learned from the experience or the realization about life the author came to during the experience.  Due to creative writing, the reader is enticed to continue reading.
	Cleary identifies the lesson learned from the experience or the realization about life the author came to during the experience.  The reader wants to continue reading.
	Identifies the lesson learned from the experience or the realization about life the author came to during the experience, but the reader may have questions at this point.
	Introduction is not clear or very simply stated; the reader is not enticed to keep reading.

	Idea Development/Organization
	Events are presented in chronological order and are supported by specific details and elaboration.  Transition words are used to move the reader from one moment to the next.  The writer builds suspense for the reader.
	Events are presented in chronological order and are usually supported by specific details and elaboration.  Transition words are used to move the reader from one moment to the next.  There is an attempt to build suspense for the reader.
	For the most part, events are presented in chronological order and at times, are supported by specific details and some elaboration.  One or two transition words appear in the writing, but at times they appear to be missing.  The writing provides limited suspense for the reader.
	Even though events are presented in chronological order, they are not supported by specific details and transition words.  Rarely does the reader find transition words and as a result, the order of the events can be confusing. The writing rarely provides suspense for the reader.

	Word Choice
	Paper uses rich and sophisticated word choice and varied language throughout. 
	Paper uses good word choice and some varied wording. 
	Paper contains acceptable grade level words; however at times they are humdrum.  Some words choice is at times repetitive 
	Paper has too simplistic word choice and is far too repetitive

	Sensory Details
	Paper is rich in sensory details and shows rather than tells creating a vivid picture without overloading the reader; appropriate figurative langue adds to the writing..
	Paper has some strong sensory details making it enjoyable to read but there may be too few or not enough details, at times telling rather than showing; writer uses some figurative language.
	Paper has few sensory details and mainly tells rather than shows; the writer uses limited if any examples of figurative language.
	Paper is lacking in sensory details and tells rather than shows.  There are no examples of figurative language. 

	Closing
	The final sentences clearly remind the reader of the lesson or realization identified in the introduction in a very creative way which leaves the reader satisfied.  The reader recognizes from the events that the lesson was learned by the writer. 
	The ending is good and does refer to the lesson or realization stated in the introduction. 
	The ending is too simple—it doesn’t successfully refer back to the ideas presented in the introduction.
	The ending doesn’t successfully refer back to the ideas presented in the introduction.  It is not clear to the reader how the lesson was learned or the realization made from the events. 

	Mechanics
	One or two minor errors
	Minor errors
	Several errors
	Errors reflect a weakness in mastery of mechanics.



